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The WFO interest em a out of a lead from an FBI 
Office in Ohio. Ervin thinks that it was the Akron Office. ds married to a 
woman whose family lived there. The Akron office was investigating her family, and 
during a surveillance spotted C frehicle. They sent this lead to'WFO. The initial 
lead made him seem like a great target, but upon close examination it turned out that he 
was not. His connection to the hijackers was really weak. 


There was one lead T ping for a hotel room for his nephew in 
the Newark area on September 10, 2001. This was the same hotel in which the hijackers 
were staying that night. It turned out that his nephew did not actually stay in the hotel on 
September 10". He actually was there on September 2” or 34, Ervin lee and he did 
not overlap with the hijackers. 


This is one of the frustrating things about working CT investigations. In criminal 
cases only facts or witness statements go in the file. You then know that you can rely, to 
some extent, on the information in the file. There is no analysis or speculation put into 
criminal files. In CT, speculation and analysis is welcomed. It all goes in. He has talked 
to many criminal agents who are appalled by the things in ACS which aren’t true in CT 
investigations. It’s like a game of telephone. There are agents working CT who are 
desperate to break a big case. They put things together and into the files which are 
ridiculous fantasy. | 


Another problem is the coordination. After he’d been working ae 
investigation for a few months, he found out that an agent sitting next to him had also 
been tasked to work on the same investigation, and neither one of them knew about the 
other’s involvement. 
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. i to e ‘out who the hijackers called at the. gas station. They did have a case agent for 
: every, lead, “$0 there should be an agent out there- who conducted this investigation. Every 
call the hijackers made generated a lead, he noted,’ To his knowledge, these particular gas 
stations: ‘are net places where there is significant extremist sin or where extremists 
tend: to © cöngregate:., ‘ 


i A ‘ id ot Row Ai-Rababah or Onac, so his connections mst fre 
so aneen . He can*t.remember exactly what the connection was. They’ve started 

‘feeling at the FBI. that they i are One the “Kevin Bacon 6 degrees of separation” for 

i VESNERI nA Y 


He discs? t coal bout FT Fonnestion to the apartment in Paterson. 


Newark would probably k know more about that. 


i i His overall assessment 1S thats just foeused on the money. He’s very 
as greedy, and that’ s the oe thing he’ S concerned about. 


4 oo (hia owna gas sition in Boston, ànd has some Sii associates, but he 
& ji ‘doesn’t’ ‘remember anything elsé about it. He was more focused onf___}than on 
U] sa route mow more is E he does. 
l : He recalls that they riled out the: aa between | a e Bayoumi. He can’t 
remember the details.’ Hugh, o X p 


. ‘Ervin’ was asked about the. café owner: with the ties d the hijackers. 
He said; that the café owñer in San Diego had called into the FBI after 9/11 to say that he 
had ‘ seen a few o the hijackers i in his, sale 3 


o: Basically: the botton. line is that there is nothing suspicious that panned out with 
resper to es the hijackers. 


z 3 E hiyi is frienils from the mosque siti ia his family. 
They knew each other for years. fom oe nose mil did have a joint transaction 
to purchase a conda, son, Ali, went off to Saudi Arabia and became radicalized. 
He can’t recall what id for a. living, and doesn’t remember whether he has ties to 


the Saudi Government. He also does, not recall other ties betwee Jand 
any other Saudi diplomats. 


Came kept popping up there was information about him in the 
system. An example is the connection to nd his son. 
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`“He’s handled a few of the leads for the numbers the hijackers called. They were 
just dead ends. had another promising lead. He was the agent for the kid 
who sold the hijackers the fake Ids and told a sensationalistic story about them. 


Historically, the worse agents worked CT at the FBI. After 9/11, they forced 
many agents to work CT who didn’t want to. Before 9/11, the agents working CT were 
usually those who were lazy and didn’t really care. The agents who’ve been transferred 


over hate itnow. The problem is that the CIA has the whole ballgame. If you reall 
want to work CT and make a difference, you have to join the a 
The Lackawanna 6 was a good case. The other prosecutions for terrorism are 
B.S. They would never have investigated the Virginia jihad group before 9/11. 
The CIA is R tally expanding its role and presence, both overseas and in the 


U.S. The FBI is trying to expand overseas as well. The whole ball game is overseas 
though. He doesn’t think the FBI has any E in the US “worth a darn.” 
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